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with the bladders attached to them are passed out by the
shaman into the open air through the smoke-hole in the
roof.    When all are outside, a huge torch of wild parsnip
stalks is lighted ; the chief shaman takes it on his shoulder,
and runs with it as fast as he can across the snow and out
on the ice.    Behind him troop all the men carrying each
his spear with the bladders of the sea-beasts dangling and
flapping from it ; and in the rear race the women, children,
and old men, howling, screaming and making a great uproar.
In the darkness the lurid flame of the torch shoots high into
the air, casting a red glare over the snowy landscape and
lighting up  the  swarm  of fantastic,  fur-clad  figures that
stream along in wild excitement.    Arrived at a hole, which
had been cut on purpose in the sea-ice, the shaman plants
his burning torch beside it in the snow, and every man as
he comes up rips open his bladders and thrusts them, one
after the other, into the water under the ice.    This ends
the ceremony.    The souls of the dead seals, walrus, and
whales, are now ready to be born again in the depths of
the sea.    So all the people return contented to the village.
At   St.  Michael the  men who have   thrust   the   bladders
under the ice are obliged on their return to leap through
a fire of wild parsnip stalks, probably as a mode of cere-
monial purification ; for after the dance and the offering of
food at the festival the chief shaman passes a lighted torch
of parsnip stalks round the assembly-room and the dancers,
for the express purpose of purifying them and averting any
evil influence that might bring sickness or ill luck on the
hunters.1

For like reasons, a tribe which depends for its subsist- Fish
ence, chiefly or in part, upon fishing is careful to treat the

fish with every mark of honour and respect    The Indians spect by
of Peru " worshipped the whale for its monstrous greatness,
Besides this ordinary system of worship, which prevailed
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